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“The U.S. Army School of the Americas ... is a school that has run 
more dictators than any other school in the history of the world. " 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A few years ago, during a visit to Buenos Aires, I visited the 
Plaza de Mayo. Old women carrying large photographs of their dead 
children marched around the square as they have done every 
Thursday since April 1977. One woman told me how her eighteen- 
year-old daughter, clad in a nightgown, was abducted in the middle of 
the night. She had criticized government policies at the university. 
Her body was found near a creek. Other women related stories of 
how their children were “disappeared” and tortured. These mothers 
continue to demand that the military tell them what happened to their 
loved ones. During the time they were kidnapped, the United States 
supported the Argentine dictatorship in its “dirty war.” 2 In the late 


* Professor of Law, Thomas Jefferson School of Law; former president. National 
Lawyers Guild; editor The United States and Torture: Interrogation, 
Incarceration, and Abuse (Marjorie Cohn ed., 2011). Thanks to Susanne 
Prochazka for her research assistance. 

1. 140 CONG. Rec. H3771 (daily ed. May 20, 1994) (statement of Rep. Joseph 
Kennedy). 

2. The Dirty War in Argentina , The Nat’l Security Archive, http://www.gwu. 
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1970s and early 1980s, Leopoldo Galtieri led the military junta in 
Argentina, when some 30,000 people were disappeared and killed. 3 
Galtieri was a graduate of the School of the Americas (“SOA” or 
“School”). 4 

II. A SCHOOL FOR COUNTERINSURGENCY 

The School was established in 1946 in the Panama Canal Zone; 
it was called the Latin American Training Center-Ground Division. 5 
In 1963, it became the U.S. Army School of the Americas. 6 It 
suspended operations in September 1984, pursuant to the 1977 
Panama Canal Treaty. 7 The School of the Americas reopened three 
months later at Fort Benning, Georgia, where a U.S. military base is 
located. 8 Due to negative publicity about the School, SOA was 
cosmetically renamed Western Hemisphere Institute for Security 
Cooperation (“WHINSEC”) in 2001, 9 

Since it opened, more than 59,000 military, police, and civilians 
from twenty-three Latin American and Caribbean countries have been 
trained at the School. 10 Many went on to disappear, torture, and 
murder their people." In fact, according to a 1995 Los Angeles 


edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB104/index.htm (last visited Dec. 1, 2012). 

3. Id. 

4. Linda Cooper & James Hodge, Disturbing the Peace 115 (2004). 

5. Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer, School of Assassins: Guns, Greed, and 
Globalization 2 (1997); Sch. of the Americas: School of Assassins (Richter 
Productions, Inc. 1994); History of SOAAVHINSEC: The Congressional Battle that 
Changed a Name, School Americas Watch, [hereinafter History of SOA] 
http://www.soaw.org/take-action/legislative/background-info/557 (last visited Dec. 1, 
2012 ). 

6. History of SOA, supra note 5. The School of Americas Watch, or SOA Watch, 
is an advocacy organization that protests the training of Latin American military by 
the U.S. Department of Defense. See About SOA Watch, Sch. Americas Watch, 
http://www.soaw.org/about-us (last visited Dec. 1, 2012) (“SOA Watch is an 
independent organization that seeks to close the US Army School of the Americas, 
under whatever name it is called, through vigils and fasts, demonstrations and 
nonviolent protest, as well as media and legislative work.”). 

7. William H. Ormsbee, U.S. Army School of the Americas (USARSA): Profile of 
a Training Institution, 7:2 Def. Inst. Security Assistance Mgmt. 82, 91 (Winter 
1984-85), available at http://www.disam.dsca.mil/pubs/Vol 7-2/Ormsbee.pdf. 

8. History of SOA, supra note 5. 

9. Id. 

10. Intelligence Oversight Board Cites U.S. Army School of the Americas for 
Training that Condoned Executions, Extortion, Abuse, Sch. Americas Watch 1, 
available at http://www.soaw.org/soaw/index.php?view=article&catid=26%3Areport 
s-citing-the-soa-whinsec&id=226&format=pdf&option=comcontent&Itemid=59 (last 
visited Dec. 1, 2012). 

11. Id. 
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Times editorial, “it is hard to think of a coup or human-rights outrage 
that has occurred in [Latin America] in the past 40 years in which 
alumni of the School for the Americas were not involved.” 12 

A. Counterinsurgency Develops as a Policy 

During the Cold War, the United States used Latin American 
dictatorships as proxies to counter revolutions and keep the region 
“safe” from communism. 13 The 1959 Cuban revolution, the 1970 
election of Salvador Allende in Chile, and the 1979 Nicaraguan 
revolution were pivotal moments for the anti-communist U.S. foreign 
policy in Latin America. 14 

Another significant development that influenced U.S. policy was 
Vatican 11 in the early 1960s, which resulted in reform of the Catholic 
Church and liberation theology. 15 In a break from past practice, the 
church began to align itself with the poor, focusing on inequality that 
led to hunger and misery. 16 This is the role the church played in 
Guatemala in the mid-1980s, which led to the kidnapping and torture 
of Sister Dianna Ortiz, described below. 17 

Throughout Latin America, the United States armed military 
governments, provided them with money and loans, and used 
diplomatic pressure and threats to ensure loyalty to U.S. interests. 18 
Training military tyrants to repress their own populations was cheaper 
and easier than sending in U.S. troops. The primary goal of the United 
States in Latin America during this period was to maintain stability 
for U.S. investment. 19 


B. The Curriculum 

Importing torture techniques it had used in the Phoenix program 
in Vietnam—including waterboarding, electric shock, assassination, 


12. Frank del Olmo, Editorial, Is a U.S. School for Latin Brass Necessary? : 
Military: The CIA-Guatemala Scandal Renews an Attempt to Close the Pentagon-Run 
Academy, L.A. Times (Apr. 3, 1995), available at http://articles.latimes.com/1995- 
04-03/local/me-50269_l_latin-american-military. 

13. Nelson-Pallmeyer, supra note 5, at 61. 

14. Id. at 45—48. 

15. Mat 72-74. 

16. Id. at 72-73. 

17. Sister Dianna Ortiz, Preface to The United States and Torture: 
Interrogation, Incarceration, and Abuse, at xi (Marjorie Cohn ed., 2011). 

18. Lesley Gill, The School of the Americas 60 (2004). 

19. See Nelson-Pallmeyer, supra note 5, at 57. 
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kidnapping, and summary execution—the U.S. government trained 
Latin American strongmen how to maintain control. 20 Manuals that 
explained how to use torture to neutralize enemies were brought to 
the School from the U.S. Army intelligence training center at Fort 
Huachuca, Arizona. 21 

As the United States supported these dictatorships and trained 
them to use vicious tactics against their people, both sides engaged in 
what Professor Terry Lynn Karl calls “double deniability.” 22 Latin 
American military leaders would pretend to be “reformers,” and the 
U.S. government would claim to believe them. 23 Meanwhile, the 
United States was supporting state terror. 24 

The central curriculum of the School has been 
counterinsurgency . 25 Courses include sniper training, commando 
operations, how to lay land mines, interrogation techniques (aka 
torture), and psychological warfare to be used against “insurgents.” 26 
The practical and ideological content of the courses was inspired by 
the National Security Doctrine, which aimed to fight communism by 
consigning the maintenance of internal order in Latin American 
countries to the local security forces in order to avoid using U.S. 
troops. 27 Embodying a military conception of the State, the National 
Security Doctrine deeply affected the societies and military 
institutions throughout Latin America. 28 

“Who are the insurgents?” asks Maryknoll Father Roy 
Bourgeois, a leader in the movement to close the School of the 
Americas-WHINSEC: 


20. Nick Gier, Beheading, Hooding, and Waterboarding: CIA Torture in 
Vietnam, Latin America, and Iraq, New West (July 15, 2006), http://www.new 
west.net/index.php/main/article/9930/. 

21. Bill Quigley, Priests Protesting Torture at Fort Huachuca Jailed for Justice, 
Common Dreams (Oct. 17, 2002), http://www.commondreams.org/archive/2007/ 
10/17/4650. 

22. Terry Lynn Karl, U.S. Foreign Policy, Deniability, and the Political ‘Utility’ 
of State Terror, in The United States and Torture: Interrogation, 
Incarceration, and Abuse 69, 69-95 (Marjorie Cohn ed., 2011). 

23. Id. 

24. Id. 

25. Ormsbee, supra note 7, at 84-85. 

26. See generally Course Offerings at the Western Hemisphere Institute for 
Security Cooperation, Sch. Americas Watch, http://www.soaw.org/about-the- 
soawhinsec/history/112-course-offerings-at-the-westem-hemisphere-institute-for- 
security-cooperation?format=pdf (last visited Dec. 1, 2012) (listing the courses 
offered at WHINSEC). 

27. Ormsbee, supra note 7, at 85. 

28. Noam Chomsky, Rethinking Camelot 25 (1993). 
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They are the poor. They are the people in Latin America who call 
for reform. They are the landless peasants who are hungry. They 
are the health care workers, human rights advocates, labor 
organizers. They become the insurgents. They are seen as “the 
enemy.” They are those who become the targets of those who 

29 

learn their lessons at the School of the Americas. 

C. Sister Dianna Ortiz 

One of the most prominent victims of torture perpetrated by 
SOA alumni is Sister Dianna Ortiz, a U.S. Ursuline nun. 30 In 1987, 
she went to Guatemala to teach children to read and write. 31 She was 
kidnapped and viciously tortured. 32 The United States was supporting 
the Guatemalan dictatorship at the time. 33 The man directing her 
torture was an American. 34 Sister Dianna was repeatedly raped, 
burned with cigarettes, and a knife was forced into her hand, which 
was then thrust into a woman’s body. 35 

Fortunately, she escaped and returned to the United States where 
she works to abolish torture. 36 Her incredible ordeal is detailed in the 
preface to The United States and Torture: Interrogation, 
Incarceration, and Abuse, in which she writes: 

So often it is assumed that torture is conducted for the purpose of 
gaining information. It is much more often intended to threaten 
populations into silence and submission. What I was to endure 
was a message, a warning to others—not to oppose, to remain 
silent, and to yield to power without question. In Guatemala, the 
Catholic Church sought to walk in company with the suffering 
poor. I was to be a message board upon which those in power 
would write a warning to the Church to cease its opposition or be 

37 

prepared to face the full force of the state. 

Sister Dianna’s torturer-in-chief, Guatemalan Defense Minister, 


29. School of the Americas: School of Assassins, supra note 5. 

30. Nelson-Pallmeyer, supra note 5, at 42; Ortiz, supra note 17, at xi. 

31. Ortiz, supra note 17, at xi. 

32. Id. at xi-xii. 

33. Id. at xi. 

34. Id. at xii-xiii. 

35. Id. at xii. 

36. Sister Dianna Ortiz, OSU: The Mission ofTASSC is to Abolish Torture 
Wherever it Occurs, Ursuline Sisters Mount St. Joseph, http://www.ursulinesmsj. 
org.php5-19.dfwl-2.websitetestlink.com/_uploads/Sister-Dianna-Ortiz.pdf (last 
visited Mar. 4, 2013). 

37. Ortiz, supra note 17, at xi-xii. 
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General Hector Gramajo, was trained at SOA. 38 In 1991, a U.S. court 
found Gramajo responsible for the rape and torture of Sister Dianna, 
and ordered him to pay $47.5 million in damages. 39 

1). Alumni of the School 

The list of strongmen trained at the School is a collection of 
tyrants. Here is a sampling of SOA alumni who used their training at 
the School to carry out atrocities: 

Argentina 

Naval Officer Emilio Massera installed an interrogation and 
torture center where 30,000 “enemies of the state” were tortured and 
killed. 40 Many were taken on “death flights” where they were 
dropped from airplanes into the river. 41 

Bolivia 

General Hugo Banzer Suarez, a dictator who seized power in a 
violent coup, presided over the arrests of 3,000 political opponents. 
Two hundred were killed and innumerable people were tortured. 42 
“The horror chambers” held 2,000 political prisoners. 43 

Chile 

First Lieutenant Miguel Krassnoff was one of thirty officials 
cited in the case of Augusto Pinochet for the crimes of genocide, 
terrorism, torture, and illegal arrests. 44 

Colombia 

General Hernan Jose Guzman Rodriguez, commander of the 
Colombian Army, protected and aided paramilitary death squads 
responsible for the deaths of at least 149 people. 45 

Colonel Roberto Hernandez Hernandez supervised the illegal 


38. Nelson-Pallmeyer, supra note 5, at 42. 

39. Id.; Xuncax v. Gramajo, Center for Const. Rts., http://ccrjus 
tice.org/ourcases/past-cases/xuncax-v.-gramajo (last visited Dec. 1, 2012). 

40. Most Notorious SOA Graduates, Sch. Americas Watch, http://www. 
soaw.org/about-the-soawhinsec/soawhinsec-grads/notorious-grads (last visited Dec. 
1, 2012) [hereinafter Notorious Graduates ]. 

41. Id. 

42. Id. 

43. Id . 

44. Id. 

45. Id. 
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detention and torture of forty-two people, mostly union members and 
human rights workers. 46 He was implicated in the gruesome killings 
during the Trujillo Massacre, in which many victims were 
dismembered with chain saws. 47 

El Salvador 

Captain Roberto D’Aubuisson planned and ordered the 
assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero, beloved by the poor in El 
Salvador. 48 D’Aubuisson organized El Salvador’s death squad 
network. 49 

Lieutenant Colonel Domingo Monterrosa Barrios was 
instrumental in the El Mozote Massacre, and Commander of the 
brutal Atlacatl battalion that slaughtered hundreds of unarmed men, 
women, and children. 50 

General Juan Orlando Zepeda orchestrated the assassination of 
six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her teenage daughter. 51 He 
was involved in 210 summary executions, 64 tortures, and 110 illegal 
detentions. 52 

Three of the five officers found responsible for the rape and 
murder of four nuns—including Maryknoll Sisters Mara Clark and 
Eda Ford, Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel, and lay missionary Jean 
Donovan—were graduates of the School. 53 


Guatemala 

General Efraln Rios Montt was a dictator of Guatemala who 
seized power in a coup. 54 He presided over a scorched earth 
campaign resulting in genocide of the indigenous population. 55 

Pedro Pimentel Rios participated in the Dos Erres Massacre, 


46. Id. 

47. Id. 

48. Id. 

49. Id. 

50. Id. 

51. Id. 

52. Id. 

53. School of the Americas: School of Assassins, supra note 5. 

54. Notorious Graduates, supra note 40. 

55. Id. 
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which resulted in the killing of 201 people. 56 Soldiers systematically 
murdered men, women, and children; bludgeoned villagers with a 
sledgehammer; threw them down a well; and raped women and 
girls. 57 

Haiti 

Colonel Franck Romain directed the St. Jean Bosco Massacre. 58 
As Father Jean Bertrand Aristide was saying mass, armed men broke 
into the church, killing twelve parishioners and wounding at least 
seventy-seven. 59 They then doused the church with gasoline and set it 
on fire. 60 

Honduras 

General Romero Vasquez led the 2009 military coup in 
Honduras that overthrew a democratically elected government. 61 
Vasquez is the third SOA graduate to overthrow governments in 
Honduras. 62 

Nicaragua 

During the Somoza dictatorship, more than 4,000 National 
Guard troops graduated from SOA. 63 Many of them became 
“Contras,” responsible for the deaths of thousands of Nicaraguan 
peasants. 64 Between 1947 and 1979, more soldiers from Nicaragua 
attended the School than from any other country. 65 

Peru 

Telmo Hurtado directed the massacre of sixty-nine men, women, 
and children in Accomarca. 66 After separating the women and 
children from the men, his unit raped them, ordered them into 
buildings, and then set them on fire where they burned alive. 67 


56. Id. 

57. Justice for the Dos Erres Massacre, Center for Just. & Accountability, 
http://www.cja.org/section.php?id=459 (last visited Jan. 14, 2013). 

58. Notorious Graduates, supra note 40. 

59. Id. 

60. Id. 

61. Id. 

62. Id. 

63. School of the Americas: School of Assassins, supra note 5. 

64. Id. 

65. Id. 

66. Notorious Graduates, supra note 40. 

67. Id. 
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Uruguay 

Captain Luis Alfredo Maurente is facing charges for the 
disappearances of nearly 100 Uruguayan and Argentinean citizens, 
kidnapping, and illicit association. 68 

111. THE “FRENCH SCHOOL” OF TORTURE 

In 2003, Icarus Films made a documentary titled Death 
Squadrons: The French School. 69 It features interviews with veterans 
of the Algerian War, including General Paul Aussaresses, who openly 
discuss the official use of disappearance, torture, and the operations of 
death squads ordered by the highest levels of the French government 
in Algeria in the 1950s and 1960s. 70 Like the School of the Americas, 
the “French School” later shaped the training of many Latin American 
dictators and military leaders. 71 Indeed, Death Squadrons 
demonstrates an uneasy competition between the Americans and the 
French—both teaching counterinsurgency techniques—as they vied 
for influence with the repressive Latin American regimes. 72 The U.S. 
role in Operation Condor, in which the Latin American juntas 
ruthlessly crushed leftist opposition in the 1970s through 
disappearances and torture, was more significant than the role played 
by France. 73 But some of the worst atrocities were committed by 
pupils of the French School. 74 


During the Algerian War, about 500,000 Algerians died and 
hundreds of thousands were tortured. 75 Gillo Pontecarvo’s 1966 
award-winning film, Battle of Algiers, depicts the use of water torture, 
suspending people from the ceiling, burning people with torches, and 
electric shocks applied to the ears by French authorities. 76 The U.S. 


68. Id. 

69. Death Squadrons: The French School (Icarus Films 2003). 

70. Id.\ see also J. Patrice McSherry, 61:3 Americas 555, 555 (2005), available 
at http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/the_americas/v061/61.3mcsherry.pdf (reviewing the 
film Death Squadrons ). 

71. McSherry, supra note 70. at 556. 

72. James D. Le Seur, 6 H-France Revs. 333, 336 (2006), available at 
http://www.h-france.net/vol6reviews/vol6reviews.html (reviewing the film Death 
Squadrons). 

73. McSherry, supra note 70. at 556. 

74. Le Seur, supra note 72, at 334. 

75. Suzanne Daley, France is Seeking a Fine in Trial of Algerian War General , 
N.Y. Times (Nov. 29, 2001), http://www.nytimes.com/2001/ll/29/world/france-is- 
seeking-a-fine-in-trial-of-algerian-war-general.html. 

76. Battle of Algiers (Igor Film 1966). 
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Pentagon screened this film in 2003 to prepare for the war in Iraq. 77 It 
is thus not surprising that some of the torture techniques portrayed in 
the film were later used on prisoners in U.S. custody during George 
W. Bush’s “global war on terror.” 78 

In his 2001 memoir, The Battle of the Casbah: Terrorism and 
Counter-Terrorism in Algeria 1955-1957, Aussaresses admits 
directing “executions done on the spot.” 79 He acknowledges people 
were tortured, then executed: “The methods I used were always the 
same: beatings, electric shocks, and in particular, water torture, which 
was the most dangerous technique for the prisoner.” 80 He adds, “Only 
rarely were the prisoners we had questioned during the night still 
alive the next morning.” 81 The killings, he writes, were authorized by 
direct order of the French government. 82 Assassination techniques 
learned from Aussaresses and his colleagues were used by the United 
States in its covert intelligence program. Operation Phoenix, in 
Vietnam. 83 

The book, which was published near the time of the September 
11 terrorist attacks, caused a vigorous debate in France about the use 
of torture— la gangrene , 84 The general consensus was that torture 
was a catastrophic sign of deep corruption within the state, causing 
severe damage to both the victims and the perpetrators. 85 

Aussaresses was tried in France, but not for his crimes against 
humanity, for which he was shielded by an amnesty law issued by 
Charles de Gaulle. 86 He was charged with “being an apologist for war 
crimes.” 87 Fined 7,500 Euros, he was stripped of his Legion 


77. Michael T. Kaufman, The World: Film Studies; What Does the Pentagon See 
in ‘Battle of Algiers’?, N.Y. Times (Nov. 29, 2001), http://www.nytimes.com/2003/ 
09/07/weekinreview/the-world-film-studies-what-does-the-pentagon-see-in-battle-of- 
algiers.html. 

78. Marjorie Cohn, Introduction to The United States and Torture: 
Interrogation, Incarceration, and Abuse, supra note 17, at 1-22. 

79. General Paul Aussaresses, The Battle of the Casbah: Terrorism and 
Counter-Terrorism in Algeria 1955-1957 120 (2002). 

80. Id. at 128. 

81. Id. at 126. 

82. Id. 

83. Le Seur, supra note 72, at 335. 

84. Neil Macmaster, Torture: From Algiers to Abu Ghraib, 46 Race & Class 1, 9 
(2004). 

85. Id. at 9. 

86. Daley, supra note 75. 

87. French Veteran Fined for Excusing Torture, BBC News (Jan. 25, 2002), 
http://news.bbc.co.Uk/2/hi/europe/1781607.stm. 
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d’Honneur. 88 

One month after his trial, Aussaresses was asked by Mike 
Wallace on the CBS television program Sixty Minutes if “it would be 
a good idea to torture information” out of a suspected A1 Qaeda 
hijacker. 89 Aussaresses replied, “it would be certainly the only way to 
have him talk.” 90 In fact, U.S. interrogators have gained much more 
useful information when using humane methods of interrogation. 91 

IV. COUNTERINSURGENCY TODAY 

U.S. military assistance to many Latin American countries has 
been linked to human rights abuses perpetrated in the current drug 
war. 92 Violations of human rights are also prevalent in the overt U.S. 
military conflicts as well. 93 American leaders learned from the United 
States’ defeat in Vietnam to avoid high U.S. casualties in future 
conflicts. Images of American soldiers returning in body bags 
increased opposition in the United States to the war. To avoid this 
problem, counterinsurgency has been used recently in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 94 In many instances, including the Fallujah Massacre, 
this strategy has led to the commission of war crimes by the United 
States. 95 

Collective punishment against an occupied population violates 
the Fourth Geneva Convention. 96 Yet the November 2004 U.S. attack 
on Fallujah, Iraq, resulting in the deaths of 4,000 to 6,000 civilians, 97 


88. Id.', Daley, supra note 75. 

89. 60 Minutes: Torture (CBS television broadcast Jan. 20, 2002). 

90. Id. 

91. Marjorie Cohn, Torture is Never Legal and Didn’t Lead Us to Bin Laden, 
Marjoriecohn.COM (May 13, 2011, 9:35 PM), http://www.marjoriecohn.com/ 
2011/05/torture-is-never-legal-and-didnt-lead.html. 

92. U.S. Military Aid to Latin America Linked to Human Rights Abuses, Int’L 
Consortium Investigative Journalists (July 12, 2001), http://www.icij. 
org/project/us-aid-latin-america/us-military-aid-latin-america-linked-human-rights- 
abuses. 

93. Marjorie Cohn, Cowboy Republic: Six Ways the Bush Gang Has Defied 
the Law 49-63 (2007) [hereinafter Cohn, Cowboy Republic]; Marjorie Cohn & 
Kathleen Gilberd, Rules of Disengagement: The Politics and Honor of 
Military Dissent 45-60 (2009). 

94. Juan Cole, Real Petraeus Failure was Counter-Insurgency in Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Democracy Now! (Nov. 12, 2012), http://www.democracynow.org/ 
2012/11/12/j uan_cole_real_petraeus_failure_was. 

95. Cohn, Cowboy Republic, supra note 93, at 51-53. 

96. Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. art. 
33, Aug. 12, 1949, 6 U.S.T. 3516, 75 U.N.T.S. 287. 

97. Dahr Jamail & Ali Fadhil, IRAQ: Rebuilding Not Yet Reality for Fallujah, 
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was conducted in retaliation for the killing and mutilation of four 
Blackwater Security Consulting mercenaries. 98 American soldiers 
were seen to “[o]pen fire on the houses,” and U.S. helicopters fired on 
and killed people, including a family of five trying to cross the river. 99 
“[A] large number of people including children were killed by 
American snipers,” and civilians who remained in Fallujah “appeared 
to have been seen as complied in the insurgency.” 100 Moreover, 
“Men of military age were particularly vulnerable. But there are 
accounts of children as young as four, and women and old men being 
killed.” 101 

Targeted assassinations, or extra-judicial executions, violate the 
Geneva Conventions, which include willful killing as a grave breach: 
a war crime. 102 Nevertheless, President Barack Obama has used 
unmanned armed drones to kill “suspected militants” in Pakistan, 
Yemen and Somalia, even killing U.S. citizens. 103 Since 2004, some 
300 drone strikes have been launched in Pakistan. 104 Twenty percent 
of the resulting deaths are believed to have been civilians. 105 In the 
three and one-half years since Obama took office, between 282 and 
585 civilians have been killed, including more than 60 children. 106 
The drone campaign has also killed dozens of civilians who have 
gone to rescue victims or who were attending funerals. 107 

Obama has authorized expanded drone attacks whenever there 


Inter Press Service (June 25, 2006), http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=33761. 

98. Cohn, Cowboy Republic, supra note 93, at 51. 

99. Katarina Kratovac, AP Photographer Flees Fallujah. Witnesses US 
Helicopter Kill Fleeing Family of 5, Associated Press (Nov. 15, 2004), http:// 
www.commondreams.org/headlines04/1115-04.htm; see also Katarina Kratovac, AP 
Photographer Tells of His Panicked Flight from Fallujah Raids. St. Louis Post 
Dispatch, Nov. 15, 2004. at A08, available at http://news.infoshop.org/article. 
php?story=04/l 1/15/3071766. 

100. Kim Sengupta, Witnesses Say US Forces Killed Unarmed Civilians, 
Independent (Nov. 24, 2004), http://news.independent.co.uk/world/middle_east/ 
article21712.ece. 

101. Id. 

102. Cohn, Cowboy Republic, supra note 93, at 49-50. 

103. Jessica Yellin, Drone Program Something You “Struggle with, ” Obama 

Says, CNN Political Tracker (Sept. 10. 2012, 12:27 PM), http:// 
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are suspicious “patterns of behavior” at sites controlled by a terrorist 
group. 108 That means bombs are being dropped on unidentified 
people present in an area where suspicious activity has taken place. 109 
This goes beyond the illegal practice of targeted killing. 110 People are 
being killed without even being an identified target. 111 The 
commission of war crimes continues today. 112 

V. CONCLUSION 

“There has been no accountability for the teaching of torture at 
the SOA,” Professor Bill Quigley writes in The United States and 
Torture .' 13 “There has been no full public investigation into the 
school. There has been no apology. There have been no reparations 
for the victims. No one has been censured. No one has been 
prosecuted. No one has been sanctioned. No one has been demoted 
or fired. No one.” 114 

School of the Americas Watch sponsors annual demonstrations 
at Fort Benning. 115 Up to 20,000 people want the U.S. government to 
admit what it has done at the School, allow an independent 
investigation, and accept responsibility for the consequences. 116 They 
demand that the torture school be closed. 117 

The Latin America Military Training Review Act, HR 3368, was 
introduced in the 112th U.S. Congress. 118 It would suspend 
operations at the SOA-WHINSEC pending an investigation into its 
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practices and history. 119 But it is unlikely such legislation will 
actually be enacted. 120 

There is some good news, however. Ecuador has followed 
Venezuela, Uruguay, Argentina, and Bolivia in pulling out of SOA- 
WHINSEC. 121 It will no longer permit its citizens to be trained at the 
School. 122 

It is a matter of time until there is real accountability for the 
sinister role SOA-WHINSEC has played in the history of the United 
States and Latin America. Until then, the School remains a shameful 
reminder of the horrific acts that have been perpetrated by disciples 
trained at that institution. Only when the School is closed, and the 
United States admits what it did there, will justice be achieved. 
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